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Text
“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have enough money to complete it?
“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down,
the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears
these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand.The rain came down, the streams rose, and the
winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”
Whoever is patient has great understanding, but one who is quick-tempered displays folly.
Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed.
Desire without knowledge is not good— how much more will hasty feet miss the way!
The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste leads to poverty.
Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will
is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.
One who has no sense shakes hands in pledge and puts up security for a neighbor.
The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is slave to the lender.
Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law.
My son, if you have put up security for your neighbor, if you have shaken hands in pledge for a stranger, you have been trapped by what you said,
ensnared by the words of your mouth. So do this, my son, to free yourself, since you have fallen into your neighbor’s hands: Go—to the point of
exhaustion—and give your neighbor no rest! Allow no sleep to your eyes, no slumber to your eyelids. Free yourself, like a gazelle from the hand of the
hunter, like a bird from the snare of the fowler.
In everything | did, | showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more
blessed to give than to receive.””
Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with their own hands, that they may have something to
share with those in need.
Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if | will not throw open
the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or
needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for
one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’
One person gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes
others will be refreshed.
Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with their own hands, that they may have something to
share with those in need.
Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new
wine.
To the Lord your God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the earth and everything in it.
You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me.” But remember the LORD your God, for it is he
who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your ancestors, as it is today.

Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who
does not change like shifting shadows. He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.

“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. So if
you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s
property, who will give you property of your own? “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted
to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”

but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks
finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.

And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever. Let the redeemed of the Lord tell their story— those he redeemed from the hand of the
foe, those he gathered from the lands, from east and west, from north and south. Some wandered in desert wastelands, finding no way to a city where
they could settle. They were hungry and thirsty, and their lives ebbed away. Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble,

and he delivered them from their distress. He led them by a straight way to a city where they could settle. Let them give thanks to the Lord for his
unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for mankind, for he satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good things.

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God,
who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.
In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.

Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For
the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.
But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness.

Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, “Never will | leave you; never will | forsake you.”

Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming on you. Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes.
Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days. Look! The
wages you failed to pay the workers who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord
Almighty. You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter. You have condemned and
murdered the innocent one, who was not opposing you.

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an
arbiter between you?” Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of
possessions.” And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. He thought to himself, “‘What shall | do? |
have no place to store my crops.” “Then he said, ‘This is what I'll do. | will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there | will store my surplus
grain. And I'll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”” “But God said to him, ‘You fool!
This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?” “This is how it will be with whoever stores
up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.

What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul?

Those who trust in their riches will fall, but the righteous will thrive like a green leaf.

A faithful person will be richly blessed, but one eager to get rich will not go unpunished.

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also. “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eyes are unhealthy, your whole
body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness! “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the
one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.

Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when | returned | would have received it back with interest.

Dishonest money dwindles away, but whoever gathers money little by little makes it grow.

A good person leaves an inheritance for their children’s children, but a sinner’s wealth is stored up for the righteous.

The wise store up choice food and olive oil, but fools gulp theirs down.

Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise! It has no commander, no overseer or ruler, yet it stores its provisions in summer and gathers
its food at harvest. How long will you lie there, you sluggard? When will you get up from your sleep? A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the
hands to rest— and poverty will come on you like a thief and scarcity like an armed man.

The prudent see danger and take refuge, but the simple keep going and pay the penalty.

Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and especially for their own household, has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far more than rubies. Her husband has full confidence in her and lacks nothing of value. She brings
him good, not harm, all the days of her life.

“The servant who knows the master’s will and does not get ready or does not do what the master wants will be beaten with many blows. But the one
who does not know and does things deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows. From everyone who has been given much, much will be
demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.
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“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: ““Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind.” This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” All the Law and the Prophets hang
on these two commandments.”

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers and sisters, to keep away from every believer who is idle and disruptive and does not
live according to the teaching you received from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were
with you, nor did we eat anyone’s food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a
burden to any of you. We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, but in order to offer ourselves as a model for you to imitate. For
even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: “The one who is unwilling to work shall not eat.”

“And now let Pharaoh look for a discerning and wise man and put him in charge of the land of Egypt. Let Pharaoh appoint commissioners over the land
to take a fifth of the harvest of Egypt during the seven years of abundance. They should collect all the food of these good years that are coming and
store up the grain under the authority of Pharaoh, to be kept in the cities for food. This food should be held in reserve for the country, to be used during
the seven years of famine that will come upon Egypt, so that the country may not be ruined by the famine.”

Now about the collection for the Lord’s people: Do what | told the Galatian churches to do. On the first day of every week, each one of you should set
aside a sum of money in keeping with your income, saving it up, so that when | come no collections will have to be made. Then, when I arrive, | will give
letters of introduction to the men you approve and send them with your gift to Jerusalem.
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